
 
 

Transcrição de Vídeo - Marvel Comics’ Stan Lee on Success, Creativity and 
Following Your Passion. 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FynakG_ymCE)  
 

Interviewer: How do you, how do you keep that creative juices flowing… 
Stan Lee: Oh… 
Interviewer: to keep creating work over the years? 
Stan Lee: Greed is probably one of the reasons. No, actually, I’m doing what I 

enjoy doing. It’s like other men like to play golf, so they play golf every chance they 
can. See, you don’t say to him ‘How come you’re playing golf today? You played last 
week.’ It was the same to me. To me, it is such fun creating characters, writing stories, 
even doing interviews, even though I can’t hear most of what the guy says to me. But, 
erm, it’s an exciting life and when you do something that you know fans seem to 
enjoy, that keeps you such satisfaction you don’t wanna stop. 

Interviewer: Is there something you do to overcome when you’re stuck on 
something and the creative juices aren’t flowing. You’re saying ‘I have to come up with 
an idea.’ What’s that thing you do? 

Stan Lee: Believe it or not, I almost never have been stuck on anything. 
Writing comes very easily to me. Everything else in the world is tough, but writing? I 
don’t have any problem with that, I… I can’t write fast enough to keep up with what… 
with the things I wanna say. 

Interviewer: So, you’ve been around for s.... for so long. 
Stan Lee: Forever! 
Interviewer:  Not forever! So, what’s the secret to a long life? 
Stan Lee: I have no idea! I… I… To me, it’s still been a short life I hope, because 

I've known it a lot longer (?). But, I… I… I… I think being interested in what you’re 
doing. Erm… I know, my father, the poor guy, it was during the Depression and he was 
out of work most of the time. So, his life was shorter. And it was because there was 
nothing really that he was doing that could interest him. But I think if you do what 
really excites you, it just keeps you going as… as long as possible.  

Interviewer: Hm. Erm… a lot of your life, a lot of the, oh, in your, in your work 
you seem to broken ground by bucking trends and going against the grain. Can you 
speak about that a little bit and tell me how important you think that is to be 
unsuccessful? 

Stan Lee: Well, I didn’t consciously try to buck trends. What I try to do was 
write the kind of stories I would want to read. And sometimes I had a buck trend to do 
that. For example, I like dialogue.  I feel the more you know, the more you hear what a 
person says, the more you get to know that person. So, I like to put a lot of dialogue in 
my stories. Most writers don’t do that, they write as little dialogue as possible, ‘cause it 
takes a little longer to write the dialogue. And, I wanted to play a minority races as 
much as possible, too. I felt there isn’t enough of that in comics or in the world. So, I 
tried to do that. I tried to do an anti-drugs story every so and… in fact I did one, it was 
Spiderman, and almost got in trouble. It was a funny thing, it was an anti-drug story, 
but I mentioned drugs, and at that time the comic books association, which was a 
censorship group, they said ‘You can’t use that story ‘cause you mentioned drugs’. I 
said ‘But it’s an anti-drug story. So, life can be very complicated.   

Interviewer: Is there one piece of advice you found along the way about how 
to be successful in your work? 

Stan Lee: The only thing I can think of is, and I hope this is right, I think 
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whatever you do, you should do what you most want to do and what you’re best at. 
Too many people don’t really do what their heart’s desire is, but they try to do 
something else ‘cause they think a little busy to get a job or to make money. And if 
that happens, then when you’re doing it you feel like you’re working. But if you do 
what you really want to do, you feel like you’re playing. It’s easier for you to do. Erm… 
I know I wanted to be a musician when I was young. I’d listen to the radio, I’d hear the 
big bands and I said ‘damn, I want to be a band leader, like Tommy  Dorsey, but I had 
no talent for it. If I had wasted time trying to be a musician, I would have either been 
a failure or I’d have been just an ordinary musician. But I loved writing also and it 
came easier to me, so I figured I’d stay with that, I think you have to do what you do 
best and what you enjoy, and then you have a better chance.  

 


