
Resolução de atividade - Americanah  
 
Abaixo, você encontra o que se espera que os alunos consigam identificar como 
expressão das diferenças culturais entre Estados Unidos e Nigéria. Em roxo, o 
que a personagem estava acostumada a ouvir e falar em seu país de origem; em 
amarelo, o que de fato ouviu de seus colegas estadunidenses. 
 
“​School in America was easy, assignments sent in by e-mail, classrooms 
air-conditioned (...) It had to be that Americans were taught, from elementary school, 
to always say something in class, no matter what. (...) ​They never said “I don’t know.​” 
They said, instead, “I’m not sure,”​ which did not give any information but still 
suggested the possibility of knowledge.“ (...) They avoided giving direct instructions: 
they did not say "Ask somebody upstairs";​ they said "You might want to ask 
somebody upstairs".​ When you tripped and fell, when you choked, when misfortune 
befell you, ​they did not say "Sorry".​ They said "​Are you OK?" ​when it was obvious that 
you were not. And when you said ​"Sorry" ​to them when they choked or tripped or 
encountered misfortune, they replied, eyes wide with surprise, ​"Oh, it's not your 
fault". “ 
 
 
 


